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Taking back lives from leukaemia
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PRESS RELEASE

The Anthony Nolan Trust

Date: 13 May 2009
LIFESAVERS NEEDED 

Join for Joel
The Anthony Nolan Trust is today launching an appeal asking people to join the bone marrow register in memory of a young boy from Newark who recently lost his battle to leukaemia.
Joel Picker-Spence, from Farndon was just 6 years old when he lost his 4-year battle with the illness.  A bone marrow donor match was found for him by The Anthony Nolan Trust, but he was too ill to receive a transplant.

Every 21 minutes someone in the UK is diagnosed with a potentially life threatening blood disorder, such as leukaemia, where often the only chance of a full cure is to have a bone marrow transplant.

The Anthony Nolan Trust is a charity dedicated to saving the lives of people suffering from these disorders and they run the UK’s largest and most successful bone marrow register, and are responsible for finding matches for all patients in need of bone marrow transplants.  

Two special registration sessions have been organised locally, giving people an opportunity to join the bone marrow register in memory of Joel, which could help other children and adults who desperately need a transplant.  

The first is being held at the Eastwood Centre in Newark Hospital (Bowbridge Road, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG24 4DE), close to where Joel lived, on Tuesday 23rd June from 3-7pm. 
The second is taking place at King’s Mill Hospital (Mansfield Road, Sutton in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire NG17 4JL), where Joel was born, in Clinic 9 on Thursday 25th June from 3-7pm.

Ann-Marie Spence, Joel’s mother said, “The more people that are on the register means the easier it is to find a match for someone needing a transplant.

It is often left to the family to launch an appeal when they hear that a bone marrow donor is needed as there are simply not enough people on the register at present.  So please don’t leave it until someone you love needs help, join now.”
Nigel Gorvett from the Anthony Nolan Trust said: “I was lucky enough to have met Joel when we ran a similar registration session with his family at Kelham Hall in August 2008, where over 200 people came to join the register.  

He was always smiling and it was terrible when I heard the sad news of his passing.  I hope people out there who haven’t thought about joining the bone marrow register take the time to come along and find out more at one of these sessions.  

Please do it for Joel, and the thousands of patients in the UK who find themselves in a similar position to that of him when he was in need.
To join, you must be aged 18-40 (inclusive) and be in good health, so I would urge anyone between these ages to come along to one of the sessions to find out more.  
It is so easy to join - all that is required on the day is to read a booklet, complete a medical form and give a small sample of blood – 4mls – just a teaspoon!  This is then tested and entered onto the bone marrow register, where it may one day prove to be a match for a patient needing a transplant.

Contrary to the most common misconception, donating bone marrow is not a painful experience.  In fact there are two different methods of donating; one of which is very similar to giving blood – no operations, no pain, just the knowledge that you may have saved someone’s life.”

If you would like to help, please come along to one of the following sessions:

· Tuesday 23rd June from 3-7pm in the Eastwood Centre, Newark Hospital, Bowbridge Road, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG24 4DE.
or
· Thursday 25th June from 3-7pm in Clinic 9 – King’s Treatment Centre, King’s Mill Hospital, Mansfield Road, Sutton in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire NG17 4JL. 
For more information, please contact the Anthony Nolan Trust at www.anthonynolan.org.uk or call 020 7284 1234.

WE CAN ALL DO SOMETHING WORTHWHILE AND GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE

CONTACTS FOR THE STORY:

· Nigel Gorvett, Donor Recruitment Manager, The Anthony Nolan Trust:  

Office: 0191 252 8357

Mobile: 07917 628 342 

Email: nigel.gorvett@anthonynolan.org.uk
· Ann-Marie Spence (Joel’s mum)
Home: 01636 652 317

Mobile: 07950 937 266
Notes to Editors:

The criteria for joining the register is very important, please publish:

· New donors must be aged 18-40yrs old, in good health, weigh over 8 stone (51kg), not be severely overweight and be willing to donate stem cells to ANY patient they may ever match. 

· Key target groups: male donors, young donors and donors from all ethnic minority backgrounds.  More donors are sought due to shortages from these vital groups.

· For more information, please contact The Anthony Nolan Trust:

Email: newdonor@anthonynolan.org.uk 
Website: www.anthonynolan.org.uk 
Telephone: 020 7284 1234
ADDITIONAL INFO:

· The Anthony Nolan Trust was founded as a registered charity in 1974 by Shirley Nolan OBE.  The Anthony Nolan Trust exists to facilitate a transplant for any patient in the world in need of bone marrow or appropriate cells.

· Should a donor ever match to donate stem cells a short hospital stay is required and the stem cells can be donated in two ways.  Either direct from the bone marrow via the pelvis under a general anaesthetic (cells will regenerate in the body within 7 days) or after a series of injections to increase stem cell production, the extra cells are withdrawn from veins in the arms (similar to platelet donation).  Donors have the choice of donation method and all donations take place in London.  All donors’ loss of earnings and travel costs are covered and donors have a full medical prior to donating. 

· Bone marrow, found in the centre of all large bones, is the ‘factory’ where new blood cells are made.  Without it our bodies would be unable to produce the white cells needed to fight infection or the red cells needed to carry oxygen and remove waste products from organs and tissues.  Absence of healthy bone marrow also prevents the production of platelets, which help blood to clot and stop bleeding. 

· Matching is performed on tissue type and this is an inherited characteristic passed on from parents to children so ethnic origin is vital when looking for matches.  We are more likely to find a match for a patient from a donor of a similar ethnic origin.
Joel Picker-Spence with the cup he received in the Newark Advertiser’s Children of Courage Awards in 2006 to honour his bravery.  He sadly passed away from his illness in November 2008.
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